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Orphan foal beats the odds to grow

up and become a reiner like his dad.
By BEREOCA OVERTOM

Tap nigh: Cofomals | £ was ot of the most damatse stores the
Levte Gun e & colt Prriry Harye foeenal s feanured, involving
SIS ST Ay u critically il mare in foal with a reining
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B Febxruary 1999, Poins and Pau) Rokis had

-Lﬁ:v;;.;ir::b: i make the agoniing decison of whether i
handsome Paing | EE veterinanians operate on the mare, which
staion i Pawe | would endanger the baby, or pue the mare
Valley, Ohlahoma. | down and oy mo save the Foal, who would be

bom premarurely,

Becamse the mare, [ays Ace (AQHA), was
23 years old and bad only a $0-50 chance of
survival, the Roliss gambliad on sving the
baby, evein chough its chace of surviving wis
only 5 to 10 percent.

Afrer mare than £ 10,000 and weeks of care
at the Texas Veterinary Medical Center at
Temas Afeh Universioy, the eophan sumvived
and finally went home o Quinlan, Texas,
whiere the Rohuses lived on their Disable PR
Ranch,
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Today, the Fraggle k-
the colr whie was fesmired on the foer-

s May 1999 cover is a handsame, [4.2-
hand sallion named Colonels Lone Gun.
"With his bald face and blue eyes. he looks like
his sire, Colonels Smokingun ("Gunner”), the
shew-seopping Paint reiner whoa was nducied
inpe the Maricnal Reining Harse Asociation
(NRHAJ Hall of Fame last February,

Thez szory began when Pam wanced 1o learn
rexnang; and she and Paul boughe Gunnerasa
2-year-obd. Under tminer Clint Haverty, the
stallion’s reining career wok off. Afver he won
the 1996 MRHA Fururity Reserve Chim-
pronship, the Fohuses sold she sarrel overn
crowd-plenser o Debm Sloan of Mewfoand-
Land, Mew Jersey.

Colonel Lone Gun's resemblance o his sire
o't end with has appearaice,

“He's a kg stopper, lopes very pretty amd
has a lor of urnarownd, like his sir=,” said
Fred Thommon, Lone Gon's mainer ar Bed-
point Chuarier Horses Inc. in Pauls Valley,
OkEhoma.

“The first show [ rook bim o was the
Southwest Reining Hore Famurity, He was
precTy green fora F|||.'|:|rir..l herrms, g when e
made the Anals we were really happy.”

Thomsson planned o déhut the smllion i
puengor rentdng at the 2003 Warld Champion-
ship Paint Hosse Showe When “Lone Gun” is
not in the show pen, e stands ar Nedpoing



The stallion bas come quire a long. way
Irom the colt Fred predicied would only be
i per when Fred worked for the Rohuses in
Cluinlan,

“Thar's how it goes with orphans,” said
Fred. “Sometimes they ger o be more like a
|'II.-II'I'I:=J.rL than i horse. He murned T WAy |:q:-|_-
ter than | ever dreamed.”

Lone Gun wasn't our of the wosadz when he
came home o Chuinkan from the veterinary
medical center, For ar leist twe months, the
Rohuses, Fred, his wife, Do, and mnch man-
ager Kevin Forrester had to care for the ool
araund the dhock

Thar meant working early-moming and
lase-night shifts to feed him and sdminiser 2
batvery of antibiorics and ulcer medicarion.

“Some nighes we were 5o tired, we could
hardly ger up,” Paul recalled. “We're not vers,
but we had o learn how to give shors and
crush pills real quick.”

In sddition, there was the colr's lack of so-
cializagion with other homses o handle. In fact,
Lone Gun Bot hes name because of his reluc-
GIACE o mingh: with acher equines, and dheir
utittal refusal o accepr him.

“When | first rurned him out in the pasnure,
I had scparare him from the other horses
bescarige tl‘ll:'!u" wide kind of mean o kim,™ Paul
rememnm besied

T oried 1o get him o buddy up with ans-
other little stued cole, bar he wouldn’t make
fricnds with him.

“To this day, he's a loner. He never social-
med with anything but humans. He was re-
laxed around people, bur he was shy and amid
around horses.”

The Rohuses sens the colt to Joe Fish, wha
wils training Z-vear-olds ar a ranch in Valley
View, Texas. Lone Gun was in training with
Jee for ahaur three montha,

When Paul firse saw the stallion afterwarnd,
he was asrounded,

“Thiis colt had put an 250 pounds and it
weas all muscle,” he :rplained.

“Toouldn’t believe irwas Lone Gun. He was
slicked down, shiny and premy. 1 though,
‘MMan! Whar 2 nice hoes=" °

The Rohuses took him 1w Luke Gagnon ar
McOuay Stables in Tiogl, Texas, tx conrinue
has wraining.

*Luke thought hed hea harurity prospect,”
Paul said.

Eventually, the horse was hauled ro Fred,
who had trained  Colonels Lil Gun and
Codonels Loud Gun, mwo other Robis hores
and Gunner babics who became champions,
Fred was ecsratic when be called Panl afrer 30
days of rraining the young colr.

"He kepr smaying, ‘T can’t believe this is the
same hoese,” ™ Paul recalled,

Two weeks later, J:mgqnﬂ Ciesild, ovwner of
Medpaint Chaarrer Horses Ing., bowghe Lone
Guin.

Aber Lone Gun made the Seuthwest Bein- |
ing Horse Amsociatiod Futuroy Finals, Fred
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entered him in the MEHA Fomnne Bur the
bomse developed an abscess in a hoof 10 dayvs
beffore the sl began

He competed in the first po-round, bur
misser] che second.

“We wanted o grve him a chance o heal
completely and have him ready for chis year,”
Fred :qﬂumd

Srill, Pe:-gpl.e whio saw Lome Gun at the fom-
ricics asked Fred if he planmed oo brocd him

“The thought really hadnt crossed oar
minids,” he said. “We waned & shiow horse fiast,

"But people kept asking us about it this
spring, s Amally we decided to ool him be-
casE we BT requests frem people wha have
e :I'ﬂ":f’ i TRETES.

*1 was sleeprical to seart breeding him tlds
year bedaise 1 didat want bis o leave seuddy
hehavior while | was showing him, bar he has
been grear. They can collect him and 15 min-
utes later | can ride with a group of mares and
he won’t even look ar themn. Hes the quienes
horse I've ever fdden™

In 20400, the Bohoses maved thar reming
operation to Royse Cley, Toas, where they
have a T3-acre Eacility and appecximansly 50
horsss, including some fancy Gunner and Lil
Gon kabies. Since Lone Gon was bam, the
couple have expericnced both sides ol the
lifefdeath coin,
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A vear afrer Lone Gun birch, an-
other of their Gunner foals died, a flly owr of
a Hollywossl Diende mare. When the baby,
whi was an embrye rransfer, was born, it had
an infectinn in her joines and hind end.

The Rohuses did everything they could @
sarves e, [buir othing worked.

“We spent @ mon of maney, but we finally
had 1w put her down,” Panl sasd.

In 202, they had another orplan foal
whinse dam died when the filly was anly 2
wesles ald, =0 the Bohises had o bacrle-feed
her. That baby survived, as did another foal
wlbe was born premaarely Lase speing.

People still ask the couple sbour Lone Gun,
wha pems excired whenever he sees them ara
show or with Fred.

“Marmally, be's very quict and docsn’s show
miuch emocion.” said Paul, “Bur when Pam
and [ wallk up en him and rub him on the face,
he starts moving around and sgueling. 1
think be remembees us and = glad o see ud,”

People sk the Robuses the inevicshle ques-
non: If you had anarher siruacion like Lone
Gian, woukl you bandle it the sarme way? Was
the gamble worth e

“Yeu,” said Paul choughcfully, “We don’
have the heart not o give 2 horse a chance.”



